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DUTY SCHEDULE 
MORNING DUTY 9/7- 10/6  

Car Unload         Jacks 

Bus Unload             Morgan 

6th Grade               Guin, Drake 

7th Grade               Moore, Perry 

8th Grade               Morrison,     
         Lipscomb 

Gym                        Clark 

Elective                  Carlisle 

Lunchroom/Breakfast           
       McKinney,  
       Bates 

AFTERNOON DUTY 

Back of School     Cox, Hyche, 
        Owenby 

Car Load      Hubbard,  
       Passmore 

Bus Load      Porter, Ingram

TCSS OCTOBER 1, 2017

Panther Press 
Brookwood Middle School

WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Monday 10/2                          
Wear Blue Shirt  - anti bullying  
Volleyball @ Echols               
PLC Meetings            

Tuesday 10/3                   
Scantron Testing (small 
group)  Football @ Echols                
TCSS Showcase @BHS                     

Wednesday 10/4                  
Scantron Testing (small 
group)        

Thursday 10/5                   
Scantron Testing (small 
group) 

Friday 10/6                        
Scantron Testing 8th Grade 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
10/7 Cross Country @ Jesse 
Owens Classic 

10/9 NO SCHOOL 

10/10 PD Day Football Away  

10/11 Scantron Testing - 7th  

10/12 Scantron Testing - 6th 
grade 

10/13 WOW! 8th graders   

————————————- 

Please encourage your 
students to be courteous, 
polite, and nice to each 
other.  Also encourage 
students to not post 

negative comments on 
social media.  The 
change starts now! 

_______________________ 

Report Cards go out on 
the 13th - grades should 
be posted by Wednesday 
10/11 so guidance can 

print and have ready for 
distribution.  Look for 

verification sheets on the 
12th. 

_______________________ 



FOUR WAYS TO DEEPEN 
UNDERSTANDING WITH 
WRITING, EVEN IF YOU’RE NOT 
AN ENGLISH TEACHER 
By: Dr. Natalie Saaris

Writing is often considered the 
purview of the English teacher, but 
revealing student thinking via the 
written word is a keystone of 
learning across many subjects. 
That’s because writing is more than 
five-paragraph essays and 
mechanics (useful though these 
may be); if we define writing as a 
way of getting inside students’ 
minds and seeing how they’re 
processing content, we can use it 
to deepen student learning 
regardless of what subject students 
are studying.

So how can teachers in any 
subject area integrate writing in a 
way that maximizes the learning 
benefit to students? Let’s look at a 
few aspects of deeper learning to 
understand how writing supports 
and guides student thinking. 

1. Activate Prior Knowledge and 
Drive Cognitive Engagement 
Writing often happens at the end of 
a learning episode: students 

typically absorb new information 
and then use writing to 
demonstrate their understanding. 
But writing can also be a powerful 
way to engage students in new 
content before the lesson begins.
By writing about a topic at the 
onset of a lesson, students are 
asked to consider what they 
already know. This enables them to 
activate their prior knowledge and 
create anchors for new learning. 
For example, a student who is 
asked to write about the Civil 
Rights Movement may recall 
previous learning about Martin 
Luther King, Jr. or a movie they 
have seen about Rosa Parks. 
Remembering these figures 
activates the mental network that 
helps to make sense of new 
information. Learning about 
peaceful demonstration, for 
instance, will be much easier once 
the student can connect that new 
information to the familiar figure of 
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Articulating their knowledge prior to 
the start of learning also enables 
students to reveal their 
misconceptions and the limitations 
of their knowledge. They may 
generate questions for further 
inquiry or engage in the lesson to 
confirm (or disprove) their 
preliminary ideas. If students have 
never heard of the Civil Rights 
Movement, for example, they may 
wonder what sort of rights were 
being fought for or confuse the 
Civil Rights Movement with 
women’s suffrage. In either case, 
they are cognitively engaging in the 
material before the lesson has 
even begun and creating a starting 
place for learning.
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2. Get Insights from Formative 
Assessment 
Unlike discussion, where it can be 
a struggle to have every voice 
heard in a larger group, writing 
enables every student to articulate 
his or her thoughts on a given 
question. Although can (and is) 
often done with multiple choice 
questions, asking students to write 
short answer responses enables 
them to reveal their thinking in a 
more telling way. Teachers can 
know how students are making 
sense of the material and how their 
reasoning can be improved. These 
insights can then be used to inform 
instruction.
Unlike discussion, where it can be 
a struggle to have every voice 
heard in a larger group, writing 
enables every student to articulate 
his or her thoughts on a given 
question. Although formative 
assessment can (and is) often 
done with multiple choice 
questions, asking students to write 
short answer responses enables 
them to reveal their thinking in a 
more telling way. Teachers can 
know how students are making 
sense of the material and how their 
reasoning can be improved. These 
insights can then be used to inform 
instruction.

Ask students check-in questions at 
the end of every day that get them 
to integrate their knowledge and 
demonstrate higher-order 
thinking. In order for the formative 
assessment to deepen students’ 
understanding, it is important for 
the teacher’s questions to solicit 
higher-order thinking.  

Teachers should be asking 
students to evaluate claims, create 
arguments, propose solutions to 

problems, or otherwise manipulate 
the material that students have 
learned. In other words, the 
questions that teachers ask should 
be requiring students to think about 
the material in a meaningful way 
(Willingham, 2003). It will not 
deepen student understanding to 
reproduce rote knowledge.

3. Distinguish Understanding of 
Text from Discussion 
For students who don’t understand 
what they read, class discussion 
can serve as a means of filling in 
gaps in understanding (Lemov, 
Driggs, & Woolway, 2016). 
Students might come into class 
with a vague sense of what the text 
was about, listen attentively while 
the teacher and other classmates 
reveal the important elements, and 
essentially figure out the text 
without having to make sense of it 
themselves. While it’s beneficial to 
extract meaning from discussion, 
the student who uses class time as 
a work-around for gaps in reading 
comprehension is not building the 
important skill of deriving meaning 
from the text.
Are students really understanding 
what they read, or just figuring out 
the contents of the text through 
class discussion? Writing prior to 
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engaging in discussion or 
collaborative work can help to 
tease apart what students have 
learned by reading from what they 
have garnered through discussion 
with others. Regardless of what 
discipline students are studying, it 
is crucial that they build the skill of 
deriving meaning from text. As 
Lemov, Driggs, & Woolway have 
pointed out, the traditional cycle of 
read-discuss-write can be 
improved by changing the 
operations to read-write-discuss-
revise. This enables students to 
demonstrate their understanding of 
the text, glean further insights from 
their peers, and ultimately improve 
their original writing (and thinking) 
by integrating what they’ve learned 
from collaboration. 

4. Encourage Metacognition 
Because writing creates a 
permanent record of student 
thinking, students can refer to their 
preliminary writing on a topic and 
use it as a benchmark to assess 
their learning. If students have 
revealed their knowledge before 
the lesson in writing, they can see 
how much more of their mental 
network they can fill in once the 
lesson has taken place, or 
reassess the validity of their 
misconceptions. The students who 
wrote about their content 
knowledge prior to studying the 
Civil Rights Movement can now go 
back and see how much they’ve 
taken away from the learning 
process by comparing their ideas 
pre- and post-learning.
This metacognitive awareness of 
students’ own learning is 
associated with improved learning 
outcomes and greater facility with 
transferring learning to new 
contexts. Students who reflect on 

how they learn tend to be more 
strategic in their thinking and more 
cognizant of what is and isn’t 
working in their pursuit of a 
learning objective. In addition to 
improving academic outcomes, 
seeing the progress of one’s own 
learning also helps to motivate 
students and develop their agency 
as learners. Students are more 
likely to put in the effort of studying 
if they see that it leads to tangible 
benefits.
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